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Amin Khalaf 

I am a Pales�nian born in Mukeible in 1965 and currently living in East Jerusalem. 

The most meaningful mark I le� in the field of Peace educa�on, was the establishment, together                
with my Jewish Israeli partner, of the Center for Jewish-Arab Educa�on in Israel (‘Hand in Hand’). The                 
Center began with two bilingual, mul�cultural schools and has grown to 8 schools all over the                
country, with over 900 students - Arab and Jewish, Muslim, Arab and Chris�an - in which a unique                  
and evolving, bilingual curriculum was developed to answer the needs of two peoples living and               
learning together, and educate for a culture of Peace and human connec�on. 

The infrastructure of ‘Hand in Hand’ allowed the development of by-products such as foreign              
publica�ons in German, Dutch, Italian and French foreign press, the produc�on of the first and only                
daily calendar that lists the holidays of the three major religions in one place with explana�ons for                 
all, in Arabic, Hebrew and English, and more. 

A�er co-founding and serving as president of ‘Hand in Hand’ for 14 years, I con�nued my work in                  
educa�on of language and mul�culturalism, including managing the ‘Community, Environment and           
Sustainability’ project in Jerusalem, founding and direc�ng the East & West Languages Center, and              
teaching at the Ono Academic College and the David Yellin Ins�tute of higher educa�on - all un�l the                  
present.  

My educa�onal background includes a BA (with honors) and MA in Islamic and Middle Eastern               
Studies , Cer�ficate of educa�on, and Execu�ve MBA - all from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 

I also a�ended about 15 workshops and trainings, local and interna�onal, as par�cipant and teacher               
in the fields of educa�on, group facilita�on, democracy and  Peace.  

I received more than a dozen local and interna�onal awards and prizes for my work on educa�on                 
and Peace.  

I also volunteer as a member of the board of directors of the ‘Gichon‘ water and sewage company of                   
Jerusalem, and of MAVTI, the Jerusalem company for wastewater treatment. 

I iden�fy myself as a member of a community of Jews and Arabs who believe there is another way                   
but Peace, a community which builds and promotes partnership circles to reduce social gaps              
between the two popula�ons. I con�nue to belong to the community of ‘Hand in Hand’ as the proud                  
father of my daughter - a student at the Jerusalem school. 
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Eden Fuchs 

I am a Jewish Israeli, born in Haifa, Israel, in 1960.  

For 18 years I was as an officer in the Israeli Army. This enabled me a close perspec�ve on the                    
military aspects of na�onal security, as well as on the everyday life of the military establishment. 

In 2004, I re�red from the army to make a shi� in my life, following my passion for social change. I                     
became involved in entrepreneurship, leadership posi�ons, and consultancies with social and           
welfare organiza�ons in Israel. These included governmental organiza�ons, social founda�ons, civil           
society enterprises and movements, and grassroots groups. Since 2010, I am deputy director of ‘Kol               
Zchut’, an innova�ve web site providing more than 6 million Israelis annually, free and open access                
to informa�on about their rights and benefits. 

In parallel, my deep passion and commitment to promo�ng Peace, especially in the Middle East, has                
grown to become my main professional ac�vity, including opportuni�es such as:  

● Volunteering with and co-managing (with a Pales�nian partner) the Center for Emerging Futures,             
which brings together Israelis and Pales�nians for first-�me encounters and joint project            
development;  

● Co-facilita�ng (with a Pales�nian partner) a USAID Conflict Management and Mi�ga�on project            
bringing together Jewish and Arab families of children with disabili�es and professionals working             
in the field to share their experiences, and to cooperate and support each other;  

● Co-facilita�ng (with a Pales�nian partner) the development of joint projects between Israelis and             
Pales�nians who are alumni of Parent Circle's Parallel Narra�ve Experience project, funded by             
USAID and the EU,  

● Assis�ng a Pales�nian grassroots organiza�on establish a unique center for children with            
disabili�es in peripheral towns around Hebron, Pales�ne, in coopera�on with Israeli           
organiza�ons in this field,  

● Ini�a�ng and co-facilita�ng (with my Pales�nian partner) of a coopera�on program regarding            
promo�on of women’s rights between the Legal Clinic in the Bar Ilan University and the Nadi                
Nasawiya NGO in the west Hebron area. 

In addi�on, I volunteer in several social change organiza�ons:  

● 2004 - 2019 - ‘Elem’ - the main NGO in Israel helping youth in distress and risk situa�ons - for 2                     
years in a day center for homeless youth and 13 years as an ac�ve board member; 

● 2010 - 2015 - ‘Azhar el-Ghad’ - an organiza�on that promotes and develops services for Children                
with Disabili�es in the west Hebron area of the Occupied Pales�nian Territories. 

● 2017 - today - ‘AKIM’ - for youth and adults with cogni�ve disabili�es. 
● 2018 - today - ‘The Road to Recovery’ - assis�ng Pales�nians who need medical treatment access                

hospitals in Israel.  

A�er studying Physics as part of my first career, in order to develop my professional capaci�es in                 
Peace building, I studied psychodynamic group facilita�on at the Tel Aviv University, trained in the               
Art of Hos�ng facilita�on and social development framework, and in the Non-Violent            
Communica�on framework.  

I recently started my studies for a Master’s degree in Peacebuilding. 

I define my personal iden�ty nowadays as being part of the Peacebuilding community within the               
Israeli-Pales�nian society.  

The vision of establishing a Pales�nian-Israeli Interna�onal Peace University was born in May 2016.  
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